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Modern sociology and social theory arose in nineteenth-century Europea. Embedded in a deep
theoretical commitment to various forms of evolutionary theory, European — especially English —
experience provided the empirical basis of generalizations that led to universalistic theory (e.g.
of industrialization and democratization and therefore of modernity tout court). The prevailing
efforts to understand the rest of the world (indeed, the rest of Europe) therefore used one of the
Eurocentric theories that purport to be universalistic, whether Marxism or modernization theory.

In this course, | want to reconsider the place of East Asia — here defined as descendants of the
Sinocentric, broadly Confucian world of Ming-Qing Chinese dominance — and in so doing to
rethink the classical legacy of social theory.

The course will cover three broad topics. First, we will overview the classical social theories and
the nature of pre-modern East Asia. Secondly, we will consider the concrete experiences of East
Asia in the past 150 years and see how well the Eurocentric theories — or the indigenous theories
— held up. Finally, we will think about how we might do a better job of at once making sense of
East Asia and of constructing social theory.
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Classical Social Theory and Premodern East Asia

Karl Marx, Capital, vol.1, various prefaces and part viii.
Max Weber, various essays on comparative sociology.
Wolfram Eberhard, Conguerors and Rulers, introduction.
Warren Cohen, East Asia at the Center, selections.

Contemporary Efforts to Make Sense of East Asia

Barrington Moore, Jr., Social Origins of Dictatorship and Democracy, chapters on China and
Japan.

Perry Anderson, Lineages of the Absolutist State, sections on China and Japan.

Immanuel Wallerstein, The Modern World System, sections on East Asia.

Michael Mann, Sources of Social Power, sections on China and Japan.
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Toward a Non-Eurocentric Social Theory

Immanuel Wallerstein et al., Unthinking Social Science, selections.

Vivek Chibbher, Postcolonial Theory and the Specter of Capital, selections.
Kenneth Pomeranz, The Great Divergence, selections.

John Lie, Modern Peoplehood, selections
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